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PRESS RELEASE 
 
 

Bussels, 10 December 2019: Improving the diagnosis of dementia: MOPEAD’s results presented 

in Brussels 

 

MOPEAD was a feature of the lunch debate co-organised by Alzheimer Europe (AE), MOPEAD, AMYPAD 

and Act On Dementia (the EU Joint Action on Dementia) organised in Brussels on 10 December 2019 to 

mark the end of MOPEAD. Under the title Improving the diagnosis of dementia – Findings from European 

research collaborations, the purpose of this event was to present the findings of three EU research 

collaboration looking at improving the diagnosis of dementia.  

 

Sirpa Pietikäinen, Member of the European Parliament (Finland) and Chairperson of the European 

Alzheimer Alliance hosted the event. She agreed we needed to improve the diagnosis of dementia and 

pointed that the ethical issues around this topic must not be ignored. She praised the achievements of 

the European Parliament but regretted there is still so much to be done. Citing the examples of the 

Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI) and EU Joint Actions, she stressed the role of the European Union to 

combine different disciplines and resources to guide the knowledge base. She called upon Horizon 

Europe to continue collaborative initiatives. 

 

Pierre Krolak-Salmon (Institut du Vieillissement (France) and Work Package leader - diagnosis and post-

diagnostic support of Act on Dementia highlighted the General Practitioners’ (GP) barriers to diagnosis of 

AD despite clear benefits. He presented the results of the EU Joint Action ‘anti-stigma’ training programme 

that yielded promising results and the development of a graduated dementia diagnosis pathway. 

 

Mercè Boada (Fundacio ACE and MOPEAD project Coordinator) presented preliminary findings of the 

project. She introduced the work of the project which aimed to provide a step change in patient 

engagement, supporting a paradigm shift from late-stage diagnosis to early diagnosis.As MOPEAD’s 

partners were still finalising the project results, it was only possible for MOPEAD to present some 

preliminary findings. 

 

Gill Farrar (GE Healthcare and AMYPAD project co-leader), presented AMYPAD’s two main studies to 

deliver on three objectives: 1) Diagnostic value: evaluate the usefulness of β-amyloid imaging in 

diagnostic certainty and patient management (diagnostic study) ; 2) Monitoring treatment: quantify 

treatment-induced changes and patient-specific efficacy (disease modelling) and 3) Risk stratification: 

investigate the natural history of disease and methods to enrich secondary prevention studies (prognostic 

study). AMYPAD is a collaborative research initiative aiming to improve the understanding, diagnosis and 

management of AD using ß-amyloid PET imaging. 

Iva Holmerová (AE Chairperson) highlighted the importance of collaboration between partners when 

conducting dementia research, with the political support for programmes such as Horizon Europe being 

crucial to continue this work. 

Close to 100 people attended the lunch debate: national Alzheimer associations, representatives of the 

Group of Governmental experts on dementias, brain and health NGOs, patients and carers, MOPEAD 

partners, WHO, IMI and European Commission (DG Research), corporate companies as well as Members 

of the European Parliament. 

MOPEAD’s Recommendations for policy makers and regulators and Public education/awareness-raising 

strategies) as well as the Educational Leaflet that was used to support the recruitment and awareness-
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raising of the participants in the project were distributed at this event.  

MOPEAD was also on the agenda of AE Alzheimer’s Association Academy the next day. This was an 

opportunity for patient representatives to hear about Citizen Science and the role of online cognitive tests 

for the detection of dementia from J. Tellez (GMV - Spain) and about Involving general practitioners in 

dementia diagnosis from L. Sannemann (University of Koeln - Germany). She gave a quick insight into 

the GP survey they carried out during the project. MOPEAD’s participants received a feed-back from the 

Alzheimer associations present at the meeting and were able to discuss common challenges. 

 

About MOPEAD 

MOPEAD is a 33-month project funded by the Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI) that aims to deliver a 

step-change in Alzheimer’s disease (AD) patient engagement strategies and a paradigm shift from late-

stage diagnosis to early-stage diagnosis.  

Four patient engagement strategies (citizens science, ‘Open House ‘ (memory clinic), primary and tertiary 

care) are being tested in five clinical sites in Germany, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and the Netherlands. 

The strategies will be compared and contrasted to identify ways to improve the early detection and 

diagnosis of AD. The findings will enable models of patient access to be established and used in the 

broader AD community.  

MOPEAD partners are Fundació ACE Institut Català de Neurociències Aplicades, Eli Lilly and Company 

Ltd, ASDM Consulting, AstraZeneca AB, European Institute of Women’s Health, GMV Soluciones 

Globales Internet S.A.U., Karolinska Institutet, Modus Research and Innovation Ltd, Spomincica—

Alzheimer Slovenia, University Hospital of Cologne, University Medical Centre Ljubljana, Fundacio 

Hospital Universitari Vall D’Hebron—Institut de Recerca, Stichting VUmc, Alzheimer Europe. 

Why MOPEAD ?  

MOPEAD will contribute to the imperative to find interventions to halt AD. Dementia affects over 35 million 

people globally, a figure set to rise to over 115 million by 2050 due to the ageing of the population. AD 

puts a huge and growing burden on health and social systems, and the families and carers of those 

affected. Despite decades of research, there is still no treatment nor cure for the disease. It is therefore 

crucial to develop new interventions that will help identify hidden cases of AD.  MOPEAD will do this 

through evaluating four patient engagement strategies and providing new insights for therapeutic 

interventions in clearly identified populations.  

MOPEAD will respond to the urgency of finding interventions to halt AD by stimulating a faster recruitment 

of patients into clinical trials.  

 www.mopead.eu  

@MopeadEU 

 
Disclaimer 

This communication reflects the author's view and that neither IMI nor the European Union, EFPIA, or any 

Associated Partners are responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mopead.eu/
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Notes to Editors 

 
About Innovative Medicines Initiative 
The Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI) is working to improve health by speeding up the development of, 
and patient access to, the next generation of medicines, particularly in areas where there is an unmet 
medical or social need. It does this by facilitating collaboration between the key players involved in 
healthcare research, including universities, pharmaceutical companies, other companies active in 
healthcare research, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), patient organisations, and medicines 
regulators. This approach has proven highly successful, and IMI projects are delivering exciting results 
that are helping to advance the development of urgently- needed new treatments in diverse areas. 
 
IMI is a partnership between the European Union and the European pharmaceutical industry, represented 
by the European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations (EFPIA). Through the IMI 2 
programme, IMI has a budget of €3.3 billion for the period 2014-2024. Half of this comes from the EU’s 
research and innovation programme, Horizon 2020. The other half comes from large companies, mostly 
from the pharmaceutical sector; these do not receive any EU funding, but contribute to the projects ‘in 
kind’, for example by donating their researchers’ time or providing access to research facilities or 
resources. 
 
www.imi.europa.eu 

http://www.imi.europa.eu/

